Timeline of Events and Communications
June 2018: A small group of Plain Mennonite and ex-Plain survivors and their
supporters contact Stephanie Krehbiel, asking for advice on how to engage with the
organizers of the Anabaptist Sexual Abuse Awareness Symposium about abuse
cover-ups allegedly being orchestrated by members of the organization’s board. This
group includes Hope Anne Dueck, Executive Director of A Better Way.
August 2018: Allen Hoover writes a Facebook post about mandatory reporting on
behalf of the board of Anabaptist Sexual Abuse Awareness, leaning heavily on the
framework of “sexual addiction” to describe the offenses of perpetrators.
Krehbiel writes this in response:
“Addiction language avoids the necessity of talking about sexual abuse primarily as an
abuse of power, and instead moves it into the realm of illness. That elicits a certain kind
of sympathy, and a certain kind of spiritual response.”
December 10, 2019: Krehbiel alerts Dueck of A Better Way to the publication of For the
Sake of a Child and this Facebook post.
Dueck is immediately concerned, reiterating to Krehbiel that Hoover is on the ASAA
board. She also mentions that he has a bad reputation among Plain advocates for
ordering Plain teachers to report child abuse to ministry teams rather than law
enforcement. Both Into Account and A Better Way leave public comments on Dove’s
Nest’s Facebook announcement:
A Better Way: “Are you aware of the less than stellar reputation regarding reporting of
child abuse, that Allen Hoover has in the advocate community? I am deeply concerned,
seeing you promoting a book co-authored with him for this reason, though of course I will
get and read it before I comment on the contents of the book, just as I have personally
seen and read the child abuse policies he helped promote.”
Into Account: “I'm really pleased to see a resource coming out that is aimed speciﬁcally at
Plain communities, and I have deep respect for Dr. Harder's commitment to child safety.
Like Marc and the advocates at A Better Way, it also concerns me to see Allen Hoover
legitimated like this.”

Harder’s response is included in screenshot here, as subsequent blocking by Harder
prevents many advocates and Plain survivors from accessing the full thread:

There was no further comment from Harder or Dove’s Nest.
Dueck described the exchange this way: “I didn’t PM her. I didn’t wish to engage in further
discussion with her, because it was obvious from her comment that she was dismissive.”

December 18, 2019: Dueck contacts Krehbiel with concerns about the contents of For
the Sake of a Child.
“I am so upset, Stephanie. I am so upset. She has just harmed, harmed, how many more
kids with that recommendation.”
“I think Hoover wrote most of this. It sounds SO like other stuff I’ve seen him write. All the
weirdness about attention-seeking kids and all that. I recognize it.”
“She’s endorsing this stuff through Dove’s Nest. Her org is mentioned throughout the
book.”
“Or it’s the old, ‘we must cater to them’ [Plain people] and ‘something is better than
nothing.’ Folks, we got into this mess due to that. Knock it off and tell them the straight
truth? Kindly, but they can handle it.”
“People will trust this because it’s her. She’s made my work even harder.”
“She could have insisted on quality work. Even minor changes could have improved this
book greatly. And still be ‘culturally sensitive.’”
February 7, 2020: Together with fellow advocate Amanda Crist, Dueck calls Allen
Hoover to discuss their concerns about the book. Debrieﬁng afterwards, she tells
Krehbiel that Hoover repeated some version of, “It’s just as much Jeanette’s book as it is
mine, so you should call her and share your concerns as well” multiple times. Dueck
recalled telling Hoover, “If you refer people to harmful resources, you’re not helping to
stop the cycle of abuse.”
February 17, 2020: Mennonite World Review publishes a story about For the Sake of a
Child. “In addition to the donated copies, 1,500 copies sold in just the ﬁrst week. Within a
month, the publisher issued a second printing of 2,000 copies. And within three months, it
needed to go to a third printing as Amish and Old Order Mennonite leaders across the U.S.
ordered hundreds of copies to distribute to families in their communities.”
February 21, 2020: Crist and Dueck have a phone conversation with Harder, which
Dueck describes to Krehbiel in a phone call afterwards. Dueck relays to Krehbiel her
suspicion that Harder herself is unfamiliar with the contents of her own book, as she
seemed unfamiliar with all the sections that Crist and Dueck brought to her attention,
asking them to tell her the page where each of the issues was found, and sometimes
stating she didn’t recall or remember that being in the book. They also asked Harder
about her book’s recommendation of Protecting Their Purity, a particularly problematic

resource. Harder admitted she had not read the book, stating she had started to, but
had set it aside as it was so triggering for her.
Later on the same day, Harder emails Crist and Dueck to thank them for the
conversation. She writes, “As much as I love the convenience of cell phones and
conference calls, please know that I was unable to hear everything you said. And in such a
sensitive conversation when we don’t yet know each other well, misunderstandings can
certainly occur.” Also, “As I (tried to) say on the phone, I have utmost respect for Allen, and
I am pleased with what we were able to write together, and for the way in which our book
is being received by Plain communities.” She adds that the book was not perfect, but was
the best they could do at the time, and that feedback from Dueck and Crist would help
them improve it, and invited them to write down their critiques and share them over
email.
March 3, 2020: Harder emails Crist and Dueck to let them know that she asked the
publisher (Ridgeway) to remove Protecting Their Purity from the recommended
resources in future printings of For the Sake of the Child.
June 14, 2020: Together with Crist, Dueck emails Harder a detailed list of suggested
changes for the next edition of the book, and requests that she share the email with
Hoover as well. (Full text in report, pages 11-14.)
“Would you be open to suggesting a further direction for committees in the book, that of
vetting members through an interview process, with interviewers from various
Amish/Mennonite communities/committees outside the immediate community, or
something similar which provides checks and balances? Survivors should also always be
on committees whenever possible…Additionally, law-enforcement and child protective
services should always be mentioned as the primary places that victims should go to
report a crime. Maybe there could be a section on ‘how to tell if a committee will be safe
for you.’”
“We would ask that you revise this section of the book to suggest that as soon as parents
or others hear about abuse, they go to civil authorities. They can get support from the
church home ministry or committees simultaneously. The book should discuss taking the
child to a Child Advocacy Center, which is speciﬁcally designed to work with multiple
authorities and experts and who will provide child-friendly, forensic interviews which will
hold up in court. The process is also the least traumatic for the child.”

“We also notice that the book mentions troubled children a few times. It might be worth
also mentioning that some children will try to be perfect and won’t look troubled on the
outside. The descriptions of troubled youth are on page 18, 32, and 67.”
“If we are too soft on abusers, it puts the whole community at risk, because they will not
be on guard for cunning craftiness or fake repentance, and will welcome them back in,
hoping that they won’t “mess up” again. We will plan to address this issue in the book
review, and hopefully it’s something future versions of your book can address.”
Neither Harder nor Hoover ever respond to this email.
June 14, 2020: Crist and Dueck publish a whitepaper review of For the Sake of a Child
on A Better Way’s website.
September 14, 2021: Dueck makes a public Facebook post announcing that she’d
learned from a friend that the recommendation of Protecting Their Purity was removed
in the second edition of For the Sake of a Child.
September 25, 2021: Dueck meets Mary Byler of The Misﬁt Amish at an Anabaptist
Sexual Abuse Awareness meeting in Holmes County, OH, where they make themselves
available to survivors and distribute best practice-based resources. While there, Byler
discovers that For the Sake of the Child recommends “Sacred Subjects,” a shame-based,
victim-blaming curriculum popular among the Amish. [Byler reads aloud from a booklet
in this series, “To A Girl of Eleven,” in the May 2022 NBC Peacock docuseries “Sins of
the Amish,” Episode 1, minute 6:55 to 8:00, as prelude to describing her own Amish
childhood of rape and incest.]
February 11, 2022: After noticing Harder on the program Dr. Tara Mitchell, a legal
psychology professor at Lock Haven University and the principal investigator on a study
of child sexual abuse among conservative Anabaptists (collaborating with Mary Byler of
The Misﬁt Amish), tweets this.
February 11, 2022: Dueck posts this:
“I imagine many of my readers may be aware of the ‘Young Center for Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies’ at the Elizabethtown College in PA.

And more may be aware they are holding a conference there this year, purportedly to
allow professionals to share information about the Amish and other Anabaptist groups.
‘The Center interprets the cultural and religious heritage of Anabaptist and Pietist
communities to the general public via events such as lectures, seminars, and
conferences.’
Well, strange companions are joined together to present one session. ‘The Roles of Plain
Community Crisis Teams in Responding to Child Abuse (Jeanette Harder, Allen Hoover,
Robin M. Boyer, and Christopher Sarno)’
It gets even stranger when you realize that Allen Hoover is the founder and head of the
Crisis Intervention Committee (CCI) in his area of PA, Jeanette Harder is a Social Work
professor, Robin Boyer has been long involved as a part of the Lancaster Co Children's
Services, and Christopher Sarno is a lawyer who is relied upon by the Amish to defend
alleged perpetrators of child sexual abuse/CSAM.
Does anyone see any red ﬂags waving, loudly and wildly in the wind?
It gets even more concerning when you realize that the very people who SHOULD be most
concerned about Child Protection--alleged Social Workers--are showing up to present with
a Defense Lawyer AND the head of a CCI committee.”
February 14, 2022: Mitchell shares with Krehbiel an article that Harder published in
Child Welfare Journal in 2021, entitled, “Understanding and Partnering with Amish
Communities to Keep Children Safe.”
February 15, 2022: With permission from Dueck and Byler, Krehbiel contacts Scott
Litwiller of the Dove’s Nest board to share their concerns about Dove’s Nest’s
involvement with Harder’s work in Plain communities:
“I’m reaching out to you as a board member of Dove’s Nest, because I’m struggling a bit
over what to do to support the ex-Amish and Plain survivors and advocates who have
been talking to me about Jeanette Harder’s work with sexual abuse in Plain communities.
I’m wondering if you’d be open to having a conversation with some of them about the
effect that Jeanette’s work is having on their advocacy and prevention efforts.”

“I’ve been hearing these critiques for the past three years or so, almost as long as I’ve
been in professional relationship with ex-Plain advocates. Initially, I felt pretty reluctant to
take a ‘side’: not because I didn’t sympathize with the critiques being shared, but because
I wasn’t conﬁdent enough in my own understanding of conservative Anabaptist
communities to do much other than listen.”
“I admit that I also have felt reluctance to do anything because I value having a collegial
relationship with Dove’s Nest.”
“The advocates I know who work with survivors from that area–[names and organizations
listed]--are all telling me the same thing: Jeanette is being played by the power brokers of
the communities she’s claiming to represent, making it harder for advocates with Plain
background to work directly with survivors, and lending credibility to harmful teachings
and in some cases, just bad actors.”
“I’m reaching out because I don’t want Dove’s Nest to be an adversary of Plain survivors.”
Litwiller responded immediately: “Hey Stephanie! Thank you so much for reaching out
about this. Oh my goodness, I had not heard these critiques about Jeanette! These are
very concerning critiques and I’m glad to know about them.” Litwiller welcomed any
further information Krehbiel was able to share, and she shared Harder’s CWJ article as
well as some social media posts with Plain survivors and advocates critiquing Harder’s
work.
Krehbiel: “Thank you, Scott. Please let your other board members know that I’m happy to
be a resource here as well. I’d like to do as much heavy lifting as I can for Mary and Hope
Anne without speaking for them.”
February 18, 2022: Into Account published “Fannie’s Story,” a ﬁrst-person
(pseudonymous) account of an Amish child sexual abuse and incest survivor, in which
Fannie’s words are interspersed with quotes from Harder’s 2021 CWJ article.
February 18, 2022: With permission from a survivor, Dueck posts about an advocacy
case adversely affected by corrupt alliances between Plain church leadership and Child
Protective Services in Lancaster, PA, and calls out Harder for the dangers of promoting
collaboration with Plain ministry teams. Many Plain survivors and advocates echo her
concerns in the comments, and Harder leaves a comment suggesting that they all be

her research subjects. After subsequent responses from survivors and advocates,
Harder blocks all of the commenters, making the thread inaccessible to readers.
“Today I received a phone call from someone who was upset. Yesterday, they made a
conﬁdential report about severe child abuse in their county. Today, their phone rang, and it
was the Bishop, the Minister, and the Deacon from the extremely conservative "Plain"
church the family of the child attends.
The church ‘leadership’ attempted to intimidate the person who had reported. They made
threats. And when the reporter pointed out to them that if the ‘leadership’ had prior
knowledge of this child abuse, they could be charged as accessories to the crime
because they did not report, the church ‘leadership’ laughed. And then they scoffed, ‘We're
church leaders. NOTHING will happen to us.’
And this, my friends, is why as an advocate I can not ‘play nice’ with people who are
promoting the idea that the church crisis teams are suﬃcient to deal with child abusers.
This is why I can't be silent about the extremely questionable alliance that Lancaster Co,
PA Children's Services employee, Robin Boyer has with Allen Hoover and his team. And I
won't stop talking about the false teachings of "experts" like Jeanette Harder, and others
who promote this type of alliance.
Yes, this happened in Lancaster Co, PA *today*.”
Excerpts from comments:
Jeanette Harder: “I’m glad for the work of advocates like all of you. Victims/survivors of
abuse absolutely need advocacy, and we need to stop perpetrators and hold them
accountable. Not all church leaders are on crisis teams - in fact, most are not. And crisis
teams are not yet all on the same page about reporting. I am conducting a qualitative
research study on crisis teams and many of you were on my list to interview. Perhaps now
is the time? If so, please PM and let’s set it up.”
Julie Chupp: “Jeanette Harder As a woman born, raised, and currently in a conservative
Anabaptist setting, I can speak to the fact that your recommendations are harmful and
enable women and children to continue being abused. Truth will never be told using the
methods you prescribe. Women have PRECISELY as much power to speak and tell their
story as their husband and father allows them to have, and even if he is a good and
decent man, there will be others in the community who will do their best to keep her quiet

and keep abuse under wraps. Men who have enabled and covered up or even perpetrated
abuse themselves are not very likely to want that truth to come to light. Having them
present when interviews are conducted is a form of witness intimidation, and is almost
100% certain to taint the truth. We have to do better if we claim to care about children.”
Safe Communities [child sexual abuse prevention organization in Lancaster, PA]:
Jeanette Harder the CCI in Lancaster county is viewed by almost all the Amish we work
with as corrupt and only interested in protecting offenders. Some of the things they have
done to women and parents speaking up about their children being sexually abused are
horriﬁc. I personally have visited with more than 150 Amish in Lancaster county over the
past two years in different districts and the stories are all similar from people who don’t
even know each other. In my opinion your willingness to present on the Young Center
panel with Allen Hoover from the CCI and Chris Sarno, an attorney who defends many
Amish men charged with child sexual abuse, signals to many advocates and Amish that
you have chosen a side, and it’s not with vulnerable children or suffering women.
“...We have shared very concerning information about the CCI and what we are hearing
from Amish women and parents trying to protect their children with the local CPS agency
to no avail…Honestly I wish a grand jury could be concerned to investigate. It’s like Boston
just before the Globe broke open the corruption in the Catholic Church and law
enforcement turning a blind eye.”
Rosanna Brubacker: Nothing is gained by having CCI involved. In fact, it’s more
dangerous to the victim, IMO.
Marlin Hartzler: It makes me sick how the CCI is most often nothing more than a
concentrated effort to create a smoke screen and appear like someone is dealing with the
sin. They have stooped to the level of forming committees for the purpose of covering up
sin.
Julie Chupp: $400 for 90 minutes of “expertise” gleaned from the members of the culture
least likely to be the victims. Why does this sound so unethical…it’s not like there are
actual born and raised plain women who might be willing to offer more accurate insights
for free if they have a chance to help law enforcement and victims connect and
understand one another…it seems so wrong for her to silence us while simultaneously
making money off her expertise on a culture that isn’t hers. How is she the expert, and

we’re not? I don’t get it unless it really is about wealth and prestige at the expense of
victims.”
Brenda Huber Gerber: And I know of a situation where a child abuser arrogantly told the
story of how when children’s services came knocking, his preachers also arrived and the
case was closed after that meeting. Why would survivors bother reporting? The
romanticized dollar driven view of plain people is a huge hurdle for those who wish to
begin breaking the silence.
Krehbiel shares screenshots of the blocked comments with Litwiller so that Dove’s Nest
is aware of the exchange.
February 22, 2022: Litwiller to Krehbiel: “I’m glad to know that Mary and Hope Anne
might be interested in speaking with the board sometime (without Jeanette present). I
don’t want to speak for the board, but if nothing else, I would be happy to have a
conversation with them and anyone they’d want to bring as a support.”
Litwiller also mentioned that Dove’s Nest had oﬃcially cut ties with Harder’s work in
Plain communities in fall 2021, but acknowledged that Harder and Hoover’s book was
still promoted on Dove’s Nest’s website. He added, “I don’t bring this up to shirk any
responsibility that Dove’s Nest needs to own! I saw some folks in comments asking
questions about Dove’s Nest’s involvement with some things, so hope that clarity is
helpful. Having said that, none of this rights any wrongs that have happened in the past.
[...] I hope that we as a full board are able to receive this information well and come to a
conclusion that honors their experiences and concerns.”
February 23, 2022: In consultation with Dueck, Byler, and Mitchell, Into Account makes a
public Facebook post about the ongoing situation.
February 23-March 2, 2022: In an email exchange initiated by Mitchell, Harder admits
to her that she did not vet any of the facilities recommended in For the Sake of the Child.
Mitchell shares these emails with Into Account, A Better Way, and The Misﬁt Amish, with
permission to make the information public.
Mitchell to Harder (2/25): “I am sure you did not intend to dismiss and further silence the
advocates and survivors doing the work on the ground, so to speak. Unfortunately, your
comment did. At best, it also led them to feel you were demeaning their own contributions

to the work by asking to interview them for your study about CCIs in the same comment
that you implied the experience of an advocate was unusual. At worst, you appeared to
support the existing power structures that have been silencing victims and survivors.
This, combined with your existing work with those CCIs, has led to a lack of trust. They
question your willingness to truly look at the damage caused by the CCIs. I am not sure if
you can still see the comments to your post, as well as the comments to the original post
about mocking and intimidating someone who reported. The ones I have been sent are
full of personal experiences with CCIs, and they are also clear in their frustration that
these experiences do not seem to matter.”
Harder to Mitchell (3/1): “I am ﬂooded with other responsibilities and projects so forgive
my brief response. I did not vet the facilities in Appendix B of Allen and my book other
than visiting a couple of them – I should have included that as a disclaimer in the book. I
am not necessarily in support of CCI teams – as a researcher/evaluator, I am seeking to
understand them. That research project is inactive due to many other projects being in the
queue in front of them, many of which are not related to Plain communities. When I'm
able to resume the crisis team study, I will continue to seek multiple voices and
perspectives, including (and especially) those of survivors and victim advocates.”
March 12, 2022: Dueck notices that the panel with Harder, Hoover, Robin Boyer of
Lancaster CPS, and defense attorney Christopher Sarno has disappeared from the
Young Center conference schedule.
March 12, 2022: Dueck, Byler, and Mitchell meet over Zoom with Litwiller, Ben
Woodward-Breckbill, and Renee Reimer (all three members of the Dove’s Nest board). At
Byler and Dueck’s request, Krehbiel is also present. Litwiller explains that the three of
them have limited power over Dove’s Nest’s decisions but that they want to listen and be
accountable to Plain survivors.
Over the course of a two-and-a-half hour meeting, Dueck and Byler describe the effects
of Harder’s approach to Plain communities from the perspective of marginalized
cultural insiders, and bring particular attention to the destructive resources and
treatment programs that she recommends.
As an academic with advocacy partnerships, Mitchell explained the following to the
board members (summarized in her words):

“Jeanette Harder regularly manipulates the people she is speaking with by modifying her
message to one that would be better received by a particular audience. She makes
recommendations to Plain people for books and treatments that she's never reviewed, so
she's (supposedly) unaware that those books and treatments are in opposition to her
recommendations for believing the survivors and for mandated reporting.”
March 17, 2022: Krehbiel has a video podcast conversation with ex-Plain Mennonite
survivor advocate Rhoda Witmer Hostetler, in which Hostetler describes in detail the
Plain social hierarchies or “caste system” as an “honor/shame culture” and explains the
reasons why prioritizing cooperation with Plain community leaders is ineffective in
preventing child abuse.
May 9, 2022: Twenty Plain survivors email an open letter to Harder, informing her of the
harm her recommendations are causing and asking her to stop presenting herself as an
expert on their communities. The email is sent from Byler of The Misﬁt Amish, but
copies a number of the signees as well as Dove’s Nest board members. (Full text in
report, pages 15-17.)
May 12, 2022: Dove’s Nest posts a public response to the critiques of Harder’s work.
“A Better Way and The Misﬁt Amish are deeply embedded in child protection and survivor
advocacy within Plain communities, and have ﬁrst-hand knowledge that we at Dove’s Nest
do not. Because Dove’s Nest was involved in the origin and distribution of For the Sake of
A Child, we are deeply sorry for harm caused by errors and inappropriate resources
offered in For the Sake of a Child.”
May 12, 2022: Harder responds by email, solely to Byler. (Full text in report, pages
18-19.)
May 16, 2022: Byler shares Harder’s response to her in a public Facebook post.

